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Kashmiri Muse uM 
BALA YAPARI: By Dina Nath Walli ‘Almast’ 


i dyar. Srinagar, Kashmir 
Published by the author, Eadyar er +۷ 


"Ma. WALLI, the well-known landscape hoy: 
mE after his recent exhibition in Delhi, shows 
another facet of his creative genius by coming oul | 
with this bouquet of lyrics in his native tongue | 
The artist in brush shows himself capable also tà 
weave fine word pictures in musicallanguage anc 


'of popular appeal. ۱ 5 

‘Sweetness of life is poetry’ runs the Chinese maxim. 
but Mr. Walli unlocks this fund of joy both witk 
colour and. with words. Kashmir has been well: 
known as the home of soul entranching poetry 
from the hoary past to the time of Mahjoor, the 
rhythm and music of whose ditties charmed ever 


Tagore’s ears. : 
‘Almast,’ when really frenzied and possessed a 


the Muse, can, well keep the honoured tradition alive 
The present collection of his lyrics and ballad 
is simply an .earnest of what is to come next} 
Sweetness and pathos mark these songs and man 
lovers in the valley will find ample relief by puttin 
to music any of these ditties. The verses are ir 
simple and pure Kashmiri with very little borrowing 
from learned classics and are fresh from nature. like 
a spontaneous fountain. | 
The poet touches themes of everyday life and 
some commonplace thoughts - complaint of a pooi 
maiden; laments of a widow; plaintive cries of lovers; 
. neglected village beauty; sweet and charming labour! 
of a rustic lass; young and blooming maiden wasting 
her charm in gathering rushes from the lake; thi 
- moon; lovely Kashmir; or a peasant woman’s invoca 
tion to the wind-messenger to carry the report of he 
forlorn plight to her husband gone to earn his livin; 
in the plains. The presentation is lovely and charm 
ing. The imagery throughout corresponds to th 
romantic charm and natural beauty of the happ 
valley with-sustained.and.wanied musical rhythm the 
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